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	000'05"
	INTRODUCTION

	
	MARGARET DUFF. Born 7 May 1937 in WELLINGTON. Father's name was MALCOLM ARTHUR MINIFIE. Worked as printer for GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. Father killed by drunk driver when she was young. Family moved to WESTPORT when mother married again.

	
	

	003'45"
	LIVING IN WESTPORT

	
	POLIO(MYELITIS) EPIDEMIC and SCHOOLS closed at time of move. Margaret aged 10 1/2 years. Describes. Mother worked. Family had average standard of living. 'We never needed anything.' Recounts how during WORLD WAR 2 had felt envious of neighbour's children who ate 'bread and dripping with salt and pepper on it and we only got butter'. Describes some of mother's household work. Mother's name was DORIS BEATRICE ROSE WARR. Mother's work. BOOKBINDER for HUTCHISON BOWMAN AND JOHNSON and later cooked at a HOTEL at WESPORT. Describes.

	
	

	009'10"
	SECONDARY SCHOOLING

	
	Attended WESTPORT TECHNICAL COLLEGE (now BULLER HIGH SCHOOL). Describes how girls who wanted to be NURSES were streamed into a HOMECRAFT course [EDUCATION]. Refers COMMERCIAL and PROFESSIONAL classes. Describes. Passed SCHOOL CERTIFICATE and left school at 15 1/2 years old. 

Mother had had to leave school to look after siblings and thought EDUCATION important. Friends' career choices included TRAINING COLLEGE, NURSING, OFFICE WORK. Very few went to UNIVERSITY 'because you didn't'.

	
	

	014'50"
	APPLYING FOR NURSING, BULLER HOSPITAL

	
	Enjoyed working in office for year. Went NURSING while still 16 years old. Living in at NURSES' HOME an attraction. Mother took most of money for board and saved it for her. Applied to BULLER HOSPITAL, WESTPORT, an A GRADE HOSPITAL. Refers GREYMOUTH HOSPITAL.

	
	

	018'35"
	INTERVIEW

	
	Mother attended interview possibly with UNA MCGILL. Doesn't recall a MEDICAL EXAMINATION or VACCINATIONS.

	
	

	020'00"
	FIRST DAY

	
	No 'intake' of girls. Thinks she just 'drifted in'. Describes.  Rules around where wore UNIFORM and 'military' ETIQUETTE. Describes differences in UNIFORMS according to seniority or position.

	
	

	025'35"
	PRELIM COURSE AND WARDS

	
	Learned basic skills before went to ward after about a month. Her first ward was MEN'S WARD. Describes DUTIES and some embarrassment dealing with patients. 

Three wards at BULLER HOSPITAL (MEN'S, WOMEN'S and CHILDREN'S). Describes role of JUNIOR NURSE, staffing, shifts and duties. Refers TB (TUBERCULOSIS), ORTHOPODS, damp dusting, steriliser room. Nurses received 'a very broad education'. 

Learned from SENIOR STAFF and WARD SISTERS. TUTOR SISTER gave supervision. Explains that nurses helped any patient if needed.

	
	

	036'51"
	SHIFTS

	
	Hated divided shift. Explains it was very restrictive.

	
	

	039'14"
	RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN STAFF

	
	Explains ROLE of WARD SISTER. Describes how particular some requirements were. Describes DUTIES of SENIOR NURSE. Perceived generational difference and formality between WARD SISTERS and SENIOR NURSES. MATRON and ASSISTANT MATRON were friends but called each other Miss MCGILL and Miss KEEM.

	
	

	045'05"
	MEDICAL STAFF

	
	Local GENERAL PRACTITIONERS did ward rounds with REGISTRAR and HOUSE SURGEON who came from WELLINGTON. MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT responsible for SURGICAL PATIENTS. Closer relationship than in bigger hospitals. Thinks SURGICAL PROCEDURES performed every day. Refers TONSILECTOMY, HERNIAS, ACCIDENTS, APPENDICITIS. Reflects on rapport between doctors and patients at the time. 

FILE ENDS 48 minutes 53 seconds.





	Recorded:
	 5 FEB 2013
	File:  2 of   5

	Interviewer:
	Debbie Dunsford
	

	Abstracter:
	Debbie Dunsford
	

	Equipment type:
	Fostex FR-2LE Digital Recorder
	




	000'05"
	ORGANISATION OF TRAINING

	
	STUDY DAYS once a week and BLOCK COURSES. Probably six JUNIOR NURSES in the year. SISTER VAL TYLER was TUTOR SISTER. 'You didn't relate to her. You obeyed. You listened and you obeyed.' 
Emphasis on HYGIENE, listening, observe and respect. Classroom training linked to practical work quite well. 

FILE ENDS 5 minutes 33 seconds.
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	000'05"
	CURRICULUM AND EXAMS

	
	Sat STATE FINALS (EXAMS) at 20 years old but could not register until 21 years old. Hospital EXAMS throughout training, then STATE EXAMS. Preparation. Results. Describes.

	
	

	005'40"
	PATIENTS AND ILLNESSES

	
	Patients had heart problems, broken bones, HERNIA, back problems, one advanced VENEREAL DISEASE patient. Recalls a elderly DEMENTIA patient who sang all night. Describes.

	
	

	010'00"
	EMOTIONAL RESPONSES

	
	Emotional involvement with some patients. Refers RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS, CHRISTMAS, HOSPITAL COMFORTS COMMITTEE. Describes. As a nurse, just had to cope with emotions.

	
	

	011'50"
	CHANGES TO TREATMENTS, EQUIPMENT

	
	No CHEMOTHERAPY. TB (TUBERCULOSIS) numbers had declined. Refers BCG VACCINATION. Thinks treatment for heart disease 'probably pretty Middle Ages when you look back'. 

Beds not adjustable and used pillows for different positions.

	
	

	014'53"
	NURSES' HOME & DINING ROOM

	
	Room checked every day for tidiness. New NURSES' HOME was wonderful. Describes. Meals in DINING ROOM. Very formal. Describes.

UNIFORMS laundered by hospital. Nurses had a washing machine and drying room for personal items. Describes. 

NURSES' HOME rules. Lights out and late passes. Describes. HOME SISTER did rounds. Nurses came in late through window. AFTERNOON SUPERVISOR and NIGHT SISTER did HOME SISTER role.

'Boaties' from coal and cement boats would phone NURSES' HOME for dates. Nurses concerned about their reputation and incident when boaties were hosed with water. Recounts story. Refers NURSES' REPUTATION.

Nurses had a rapport with that AFTERNOON SISTER. Describes. Met mother once a week in town.

	
	

	027'55"
	STUDYING & SOCIALISING IN NURSES' HOME

	
	Studied in own rooms. Socialised with other nurses. Recounts story of mouse in bedroom. Bottom of beds were elevated on blocks to stop VARICOSE VEINS. Describes.

Whole group bonded as friends. Went to DANCES and MOVIES together. Describes.

	
	

	033'04"
	MALE NURSES AND ORDERLIES

	
	No MALE NURSES at WESTPORT. At least one ORDERLY on each shift. They polished the floors. CLEANERS introduced during her training. Describes. Nurses still did SLUICE ROOM work.

	
	

	035'30"
	SOCIALISING

	
	Always had a pass to go to MOVIES and a DANCE. Describes. Met mother for afternoon tea. SHOPPING. Describes. Girls from WESTPORT and country areas trained at BULLER HOSPITAL. 

Held NURSES' BALL. Put on CONCERT at NURSES' HOME. MATRON shocked by demonstration of JITTERBUG (ROCK AND ROLL). Recounts. Did not mix with senior nursing or medical staff.

	
	

	042'55"
	SMOKING & ALCOHOL

	
	Most SMOKED. Refers CAPSTAN PLAIN. Not allowed to smoke on wards. Describes. Unaware of HEALTH concerns.

WESTPORT had many hotels and did not close their bars at 6pm. Describes. [ALCOHOL] Nurses might drink PIMMS, HORSE'S NECK or MERRY WIDOW. 

Illegal to have ALCOHOL at DANCES or BALLS. Girls smuggled in ALCOHOL under their dresses. Boys drank beer. Describes.

	
	

	048'27"
	INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS

	
	Not difficult to maintain relationship with BOYFRIENDS. Some socialising with HOUSE SURGEONS. Describes. 

Not aware of any LESBIAN RELATIONSHIPS among nurses.

Thinks most girls afraid of being sexually active because could become pregnant.

	
	

	052'05"
	SPORT, CLUBS, GROUPS

	
	Played HOCKEY, INDOOR BASKETBALL, BASKETBALL (later NETBALL) for local teams. Played TENNIS at hospital tennis courts. Had been a GIRL GUIDE. Not a member of a NURSES' CHRISTIAN GROUP.

	
	

	054'27"
	SICKNESS

	
	Returned home when sick with CHICKEN POX.

	
	

	056'43"
	NURSING AS AN OCCUPATION

	
	Most friends were nurses so no real comparison.

	
	

	057'15"
	NURSES' ASSOCIATIONS

	
	Branch at BULLER HOSPITAL. All had monogramed blazers made. Does not recall being aware of NZ REGISTERED NURSES' ASSOCIATION while training.

	
	

	058'05"
	PAY

	
	Received 14 pounds per calendar month in hand. Spent money on personal items. Describes.

	
	

	060'06"
	GRADUATING

	
	Had to wait to register because of age but able to do STAFF NURSE work. AFTERNOON SUPERVISOR, IRENE THOMPSON, lent her a medal to wear. Worked in CHILDREN'S WARD. Matron held an afternoon tea to celebrate her GRADUATION. No other events. WEST COAST had particular social patterns. Describes.

	
	

	065'02"
	STAFF NURSE

	
	Worked as STAFF NURSE for one year after EXAMS. Variety at BULLER HOSPITAL. Describes. 

Recounts travelling to CHRISTCHURCH PUBLIC HOSPITAL in ambulance with a patient. Route through LEWIS PASS with several fords. Reaction to 'standoffish' nurses in their 'horrible' uniforms. BULLER HOSPITAL 'was modern anyway'. 

FILE ENDS 69 minutes 17 seconds.
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	000'05"
	MATERNITY TRAINING, HUTT HOSPITAL

	
	Could not do MATERNITY TRAINING at BULLER so went to other hospitals. 'A good excuse to go somewhere new.' Went to HUTT HOSPITAL because family were there. 

NURSES' HOME at HUTT HOSPITAL had hand basins in rooms. Some more freedom. Describes. Structure of training. Describes. 

Time of STAPH(LYCOCCUS) bacteria (H BUG) in hospital. Refers to stringent hygiene practices, DR KNIGHT and a special vacuum machine. 

Training in POST-NATAL WARDS, ANTE-NATAL WARDS, assisted with LABOUR, DELIVERY SUITE. Describes. Refers HOUSE SURGEONS, OBSTETRICIANS.

	
	

	010'47"
	EMOTIONAL ASPECTS

	
	STILLBIRTHS and DOWN'S SYNDROME babies. Refers PSYCHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL. Single mothers came from ST JOHN OF GOD HOME. They didn't seem to get the same support as married women. Refers REGISTRARS, GYNAECOLOGISTS. Describes.

	
	

	014'48"
	ENGAGEMENT AND MOVE TO DUNEDIN

	
	Met future husband, DOUGLAS DUFF [POLICEMAN, OCCUPATION], on blind date to NURSES' BALL (ENGAGEMENT). Describes. Returned to WESTPORT and the NURSES' HOME. Moved to DUNEDIN and worked as STAFF SISTER at WAKARI HOSPITAL. Describes. Less variety than BULLER HOSPITAL. Role included teaching junior nurses and house surgeons.

	
	

	020'25"
	PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE, DUNEDIN

	
	Arranged job as PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE in DUNEDIN after MARRIAGE. Permanent DAY SHIFT and car provided. Work mainly involved visiting SCHOOLS. Refers EYE TESTS, EAR TESTS. FORD PREFECT CAR. Describes difficulties on the DUNEDIN hills. Enjoyed freedom of being out and about and own boss.

	
	

	024'40"
	PART-TIME WORK AFTER MARRIAGE

	
	Worked part-time in evenings at private MATERNITY HOSPITAL so husband could study. Describes. Refers OBSTETRICIAN, HOUSEMAN. Enjoyed working. DOUG transferred to GREYMOUTH. Later took job three nights a week as HOME SISTER, GREYMOUTH HOSPITAL. Flexible working days. Describes. 
Family shifted to KAWERAU (two years) and worked at kindergarten. Shifted to WELLINGTON and did MATERNITY NURSING, permanent DAY SHIFT. Describes.

	
	

	032'58"
	MIDWIFERY, ST HELEN'S HOSPITAL & HUTT HOSPITAL

	
	Worked shiftwork when a MIDWIFE. Refers CHILDCARE. Noticed changes after ten years. Describes. Enjoyed MATERNITY work 'because they weren't sick'. Did MIDWIFERY TRAINING at ST HELEN'S HOSPITAL, WELLINGTON. Describes. Did not like working with some OBSTETRICIANS. Believes there should always be back-up help for births and should be in hospital. Disagrees with early discharge. Describes. MIDWIFERY TRAINING included seeing mothers in their homes. Refers PLUNKET NURSE. Returned to HUTT HOSPITAL as MIDWIFE on permanent NIGHT SHIFT. Refers CHILDCARE.

	
	

	043'50"
	PLUNKET NURSE TRAINING

	
	MATERNITY HOSPITAL did not employ part-time staff. Did not want to work at KIMBERLEY PSYCHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL. Describes. Enrolled in first PLUNKET training course in WELLINGTON. Boarded weekly at KARITANE HOSPITAL, WELLINGTON. Describes STUDY. Refers CHILD DEVELOPMENT, promotion BREAST FEEDING, HOME VISITS. Attended clinics in MONCRIEFF STREET. Describes.

	
	

	051'57"
	PLUNKET NURSING AT LEVIN

	
	Typical day and duties for PLUNKET NURSE. Describes. Refers UNIFORM, MAORI, DISTRICT NURSE, KARITANE NURSE. Worked well with local PLUNKET COMMITTEE. Describes. Refers FOXTON. Funding partly national and partly local. FUND RAISING. Describes. Possible CHILD ABUSE, COT DEATHS. Describes. 

Social changes during 1980s. No boundaries. Reflects.  

FILE ENDS 62 minutes 15 seconds.
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	000'05"
	PLUNKET

	
	Contact with families meant PLUNKET was very effective. Describes. Reflects on possible improvements in POST-NATAL CARE today.

	
	

	005'10"
	NZ REGISTERED NURSES ASSOCIATION

	
	Kept up practising certificate. After PLUNKET, worked in a school as a SCHOOL NURSE AIDE. Refers KAI TIAKI. No involvement with local branch of NZ REGISTERED NURSES ASSOCIATION.

	
	

	007'00"
	REFLECTIONS ON CHANGE

	
	PLUNKET fund raising became national. More women working impacted on local committees.   

Mentions CHANGE in NURSING ORGANISATION in hospitals. MILITARY distinction between ranks gone.

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION. Reflects on benefits and disadvantages. Refers HUTT (HOSPITAL).

	
	

	014'15"
	FINAL REFLECTIONS

	
	Career choice and changes since. Emphasis today on individual practice rather than being a member of a team. Reflects. Enjoyed nursing and received satisfaction.

FILE AND INTERVIEW ENDS 19 minutes 35 seconds.
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