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	000'07"
	INTRODUCTION

	
	Note: dog Mandy barking faintly in background. Born PATEA 20 April 1939. Named after her aunt (father's sister). Aunt lived in AUCKLAND then PUTARURU and family visited her often. Recalls going by TRAIN with older brother (SEARLE GRAEME LORD) to visit aunt in AUCKLAND.  Went to AUCKLAND ZOO and rode elephant JUMUNA.

Father (SEARLE RODNEY LORD) was a FARMER. Leasehold farm in KAKARAMEA north of PATEA.  Father and uncle worked on farms.

	
	

	003'21"
	FAMILY LIFE AND FATHER'S EMPLOYMENT

	
	ELECTRICITY only just coming in. One light in each room. No LAUNDRY. Mother washed outside. Sylvia and two brothers slept in same bed. Moved to STRATFORD during WORLD WAR TWO. Father purchased property with some land there. Various jobs in CHEESE FACTORY, TANNERY.  Sold property there and family moved to PUTARURU where father worked for a farmer [EMPLOYMENT].  

Reason for move to PUTARURU was that father had half-brothers and one of them lived there. First year he worked for a farmer and family lived at ARAPUNI. Later moved to OKOROIRE near TIRAU where MILK FACTORY was. Father had bought a herd of cows and was a SHAREMILKER there. Farm owner had retired.

	
	

	006'26"
	FAMILY HOUSE

	
	OKOROIRE house 'tiny'. Describes four rooms of laundry/bathroom, girls' bedroom, boys' room out back attached to house, parents' bedroom. Kitchen/lounge had enough room for the table. Very small. Describes.

Mother EDNA GRACE (NEE ROBINS) LORD. She worked as POSTMISTRESS at KAKARAMEA. Met husband there. Mother's family lived at WAITOTARA then grandfather moved to ELTHAM. Mentions many small towns in TARANAKI because transport not established.  

After marriage, mother worked with father on farm and as MOTHER/HOUSEWIFE. Recounts how boys left in house alone and Sylvia sent to a neighbour while mother helped with MILKING. Thinks they hand-milked at KAKARAMEA but had milking machines at PUTARURU [DAIRY FARMING].

	
	

	008'56"
	NURSES WITHIN THE FAMILY

	
	Three brothers and a sister. AUNTY RUBY (mother's sister) was a NURSE and started training as a nurse at PALMERSTON NORTH. AUNTY THELMA (mother's sister) wanted to be a nurse but doesn't 'think she had the courage to leave the family to go'. Thinks they weren't encouraged to leave home.

	
	

	010'30"
	SCHOOLING

	
	Attended HAWERA TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL. Most of schooling in WAIKATO but family moved back to TARANAKI. Did HOMECRAFT course for two years. 'I wasn't very studious I don't think'. No problem with lessons and very good at science. Mentions other subjects. 'Most children left after the second year at high school in those days.' Teachers encouraged Sylvia to go on for SCHOOL CERTIFICATE. Very few went on to UNIVERSITY. Most children went to work. Boys got APPRENTICESHIPS and girls did CLERICAL WORK, helped on DAIRY FARMS.

	
	

	012'58"
	FIRST JOB & PARENTS' ATTITUDE TO EDUCATION

	
	First job at the local MATERNITY and GERIATRIC HOSPITAL. Mother not interested in EDUCATION. Thought girls married and had babies. Father more interested and encouraged second brother to continue at school. Brother left and got motor mechanic apprenticeship. Oldest brother very interested in farm and helped father until they left it.

	
	

	014'29"
	ELTHAM GERIATRIC & MATERNITY HOSPITAL

	
	Family lived at MATIPU 12 miles from ELTHAM. Maternity hospital gave both job and ACCOMMODATION [EMPLOYMENT]. Might have liked a job with plants but impractical. The NURSE AIDE job was the practical option and enjoyed it. Physical duties included 'carry up the babies, clean the rooms, bring up the coal'. One other NURSE AIDE. Well looked after. Thinks she had decided to become a nurse before she went to ELTHAM HOSPITAL.



	
	

	016'53"
	APPLYING TO GO NURSING

	
	Applied to AUCKLAND SCHOOL OF NURSING and accepted. Parents happy had a job to go to. Did not have many friends at school because lived so far away.

Had to wait until 18 years old to go nursing. After working at ELTHAM HOSPITAL for about 18 months, went to WELLINGTON to earn more money working in a SOAP FACTORY (aunt in WELLINGTON worked in a BISCUIT FACTORY). Found she was no better off than as a nurse aide because had to pay for BOARD and CLOTHING.  Good lesson and also 'very boring at the soap factory'. Briefly describes factory work.

	
	

	019'20"
	APPLYING TO AUCKLAND SCHOOL OF NURSING

	
	Nearest training school was NEW PLYMOUTH but wanted to 'see the world' and applied to AUCKLAND.  Had 'two lovely aunts' who lived in Auckland.  

AUNTY NAN took her to interview with MISS KIRKNESS (MATRON). Describes travelling by railcar to AUCKLAND. Gave impression of being strict. Didn't wait too long before receiving acceptance. Recalls MEDICAL EXAMINATION vividly at the old hospital on top of hill in AUCKLAND. Recounts young doctor being concerned about her heart. Thinks an older nurse present for MEDICAL EXAMINATION and 'you did what you were told'.

Thinks asked MINISTER of local CHURCH for REFERENCE.

	
	

	023'58"
	STARTING AT PRELIMINARY SCHOOL

	
	Started 27 March 1957. Recalls other student nurses on first day and nice HOME SISTER. Her room number was 123. Thinks UNCLE LES and AUNTY SYLVIA drove her there.

Seven week preliminary course. Were called PUPIL NURSES. Placed at GREEN LANE HOSPITAL. Liked the girls she was with. Most went home at weekends. Two lived too far away so stayed in the NURSES' HOME.  Called each other LORD and PARK [BRENDA PARK]. Some nurses had requested a specific hospital [GREEN LANE, AUCKLAND, MIDDLEMORE].

	
	

	027'40"
	ORIGINS OF PRELIMINARY CLASS NURSES

	
	Most from AUCKLAND but from outlying areas including PAPAKURA. MAORI girls ahead but not in their class. One girl was three years older. She left because mother died and she did not complete training.

	
	

	028'50"
	UNIFORM

	
	UNIFORM of 'starched cotton' and turban for wards. Thinks turbans a tradition but later discarded and wore caps 'a bit of a nuisance really when you are trying to lift somebody up in bed'.  White UNIFORM for working and blue 'dress UNIFORM' for going to meals and classes. Describes having one set of 'bachelor buttons'. 'Everybody used to steal everybody else's buttons so they'd have two sets.'  Describes changes of UNIFORM during day. Reason was CROSS-INFECTION. Separate ward uniforms continued until after returned from CANADA. Recalls contrast in CANADA where 'they were actually hopping on the bus in their uniforms'.

	
	

	032'00"
	TYPICAL DAY ON WARD AS TRAINEE

	
	Mentions SHIFT SYSTEM.  On arrival at ward, report read to nurses. WARD SISTER used that as a TEACHING session. Describes morning shift DUTIES and variety of DUTIES according to seniority of students and staff. Student learnt from person above them. Mentions that some senior nurses were excellent teachers.

FILE ENDS 36 minutes 08 seconds.
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	000'10"
	FIRST YEAR NURSE'S DUTIES

	
	CLEANING and damp dusting. Describes. Sponging of patients. Describes toilet and bathing facilities at GREEN LANE. Some patients given bowl of water for washing. Recalls some hospitals wanted all patients sponged before breakfast 'which was impossible' so done at night. Describes.  
Recounts ward types at GREEN LANE.

	
	

	003'50"
	RESPONSBILITY AS A TRAINEE NURSE

	
	Got more responsibility as advanced and were in charge of PATIENTS. On morning shift, usually a ward sister, a staff nurse and three or four student nurses. On afternoon shift, usually just three nurses. On night shift, there were two, a senior nurse and a junior nurse.  Senior nurse in charge of shift and she was supervised by a roving registered nurse. Trainee nurses made up the LABOUR FORCE.

	
	

	005'00"
	OPPORTUNITIES FOR INITIATIVE

	
	They had to use initiative all the time as not much EQUIPMENT. Shortage of things like scissors, syringes and other equipment. Describes problem of losing and not having enough scissors. They were counted every day. Initiative encouraged but had to stick to the rules also.

	
	

	006'30"
	CHANGES TO SHIFT STRUCTURE

	
	Changes at times. SPLIT SHIFT in TB (TUBERCULOSIS) WARDS because didn't need so many nurses. Went on in mornings and afternoons to cover the busy hours. Nurses didn't like it because it took a lot of the day but did not complain a lot.

	
	

	007'45"
	NURSE ROLES

	
	JUNIOR NURSE did the bedpan round, everyone toileted before meals. Carried out meals, assisted other nurses, made beds.
SECOND YEAR NURSE was the between nurse, helped senior nurse with dressings. Dressing trays had to be boiled and set up. Process of sterilising swabs and equipment. JUNIOR NURSE would be in the SLUICE ROOM boiling bowls and cleaning bedpans. Describes.  
Recalls occasion of a visitor to the ward entering the SLUICE ROOM and being covered in water.

	
	

	011'01"
	NURSE ROLES

	
	Some NURSE AIDES being trained.
WARD SISTER ran ward. STAFF NURSE supervised STUDENT NURSES. WARD SISTER worked 9am to 5pm. Thinks STAFF NURSE worked 7am to 3pm or 7am to 4pm. STUDENT NURSES worked 7am to 3pm and extra hour off because they worked six days. MATRON did a round every day. Nurses had to get ward spic and span.  WARD SISTER did a round every day and spoke to every patient to see how they were. Had a very good idea of what happening in her ward.  
Doesn't recall MATRON'S ROUND being a big deal at GREEN LANE. STELLA LONG was MATRON with two assistants. STELLA LONG very formal, formidable really. But had a very soft heart and very kind to nurses really. Recalls example of STELLA LONG sitting with a nurse all night. Held a CHRISTMAS PARTY for her trained nurses.

	
	

	014'50"
	DOCTORS, HIERARCHY

	
	DOCTORS would do a round to visit their patient. WARD SISTER accompanied. Recalls doctors talking with student doctors over the patient's head.
CONSULTANTS and HOUSE SURGEON and REGISTRAR. Nurses had a lot to do with HOUSE SURGEON and REGISTRAR. REGISTRAR did most of the basic work and HOUSE SURGEON did the chores like putting in IVs (INTRAVENOUS DRIPS). Nurses didn't do IVs at that stage.  
Definitely a HIERARCHY in the hospital with student nurses down the bottom. It worked in one way because everyone knew where they were and what their tasks were. Thinks people more accepting at that time.

	
	

	017'45"
	PRELIMINARY TRAINING SCHOOL

	
	Classroom situation and learned BASIC NUTRITION. Reflects on importance of nutrition as a subject. 'We had to spend time in the kitchen in our first year.' Recalls packed up special DIETS for people - DIABETES, BOWEL COMPLAINTS.
Had lectures by SISTER IN CHARGE and other trained nurses. Practical sessions on old Mrs Chaste, a practice dummy. Special room for practical work. 
TEXT BOOKS for Medicine and Surgery and given a lot of notes.

	
	

	020'40"
	ONGOING TRAINING

	
	GREEN LANE class would all go to AUCKLAND HOSPITAL together for tutor instruction. Some LECTURES by doctors but mostly by tutor. Assignments set. Thinks it was hard to stay focused if not especially studious.

	
	

	022'19"
	RELATIONSHIP CURRICULUM AND WARD WORK

	
	Her year changed from old to new CURRICULUM in second year. Describes difference in THEORY being taught. Nurses moved around hospitals for specific experience: to GREEN LANE for TUBERCULOSIS, to AUCKLAND for INFECTIOUS AND PAEDIATRICS, to MIDDLEMORE for ORTHOPAEDICS, to NATIONAL WOMEN'S for GYNAE(COLOGY).
Sent to NORTH SHORE for MATERNITY and OBSTETRICS. Her class were first to go to NORTH SHORE. Assisted the MIDWIVES with deliveries. Describes book of tasks and procedures that had to be signed off over the whole three year course. PATIENTS still in hospital for two weeks after having a baby.

	
	

	025'51"
	TUTORS AND TEACHING

	
	SISTER WILLIAMS was strict. Thinks they were well prepared and tried to keep students on track. Recounts story of SISTER WILLIAMS giving them a 'razz' because they had all failed an unannounced test.

	
	

	028'00"
	COMMUNITY NURSING & PSYCHIATRIC EXPERIENCE

	
	Spent two weeks with the DISTRICT NURSE. Stayed with friend in HOWICK and went out with HOWICK DISTRICT NURSE. PYSCHIATRIC NURSING in course but doesn't recall learning much about that. Didn't go to a PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL. Enjoyed DISTRICT NURSING experience visiting people in the environment and making do with what you had.

	
	

	029'20"
	CURRICULUM IMPROVEMENTS

	
	Talk about need to improve the nursing CURRICULUM ongoing. NANCY KINROSS, US PROFESSOR OF NURSING, and UNIVERSITY EDUCATION for nurses was starting. Most student nurses only had two years' SECONDARY EDUCATION. Started to take only applicants with SCHOOL CERTIFICATE. General EDUCATION becoming more important because things were evolving so quickly, e.g. PENICILLIN and STREPTOMYCIN had not been around for long. Needed people better educated to start with. Very aware of that. Even over three years training, things changed very rapidly. Thinks she needed more EDUCATION.

	
	

	031'10"
	EXAMS

	
	Written and oral EXAMS. Change in CURRICULUM led to changes in EXAMS. Describes. Most people passed EXAMS. One failed and re-sat the next year. Hospital results posted on the hospital noticeboard. STATE EXAM results came in post (Junior and Senior state).  
There were 47 in cohort at AUCKLAND SCHOOL OF NURSING. 14 went to GREEN LANE. 7 completed. Thinks most left 'because they didn't like the work'. Not many left because failed EXAMS.

	
	

	035'00"
	BEDS AND MATTRESSES

	
	Describes putting mattresses out to air on verandah to sterilise. Mattress quality varied. Started getting new beds over time - a huge improvement. Describes.

	
	

	036'02"
	EXAM RESULTS AND STUDYING

	
	Thinks they didn't celebrate because they were 'too tired'. Recounts being presented with a badge in matron's office (along with others) and they were so tired 'they got the giggles'. Comments on difficulty of helping each other to study because all on different shifts. Learnt a lot through practical work on the ward and that helped when doing EXAMS. Learning practical and theory together beneficial.

	
	

	038'55"
	MOVING AROUND AUCKLAND'S HOSPITALS

	
	GREEN LANE group would go as a whole to MIDDLEMORE or AUCKLAND to learn about special areas. Would move to MIDDLEMORE NURSES HOME. Recalls they were supposed to go for a month 'but they had forgotten about us' so only went for three weeks.
The whole group of 14 went on HOLIDAY together also. Stayed at a LANG'S BEACH bach. Recounts.

	
	

	040'40"
	IMPRESSIONS OF MIDDLEMORE

	
	Did not enjoy MIDDLEMORE or ORTHOPAEDICS. Beds did not move and difficult to work with patients with casts. Describes. Many patients were confused elderly ladies with broken neck of femurs. Only one nurse on at night. Difficult to get help for heavy lifting. SENIOR STAFF not helpful and were mostly on afternoons and nights with insufficient help. Describes.

	
	

	042'30"
	MIDDLEMORE NURSES HOME DISCIPLINE

	
	Recounts story of boys having to ring bell to ask HOME SISTER to phone for nurse to come downstairs. The boys did not like doing this and took the bell. Nurses were told that the bell had to be returned or they 'would all be on CB which was "confined to barracks"'.  
At GREEN LANE, first years had to be home at 11pm. Second year could be out until 1am. Picture theatre was down the road from GREEN LANE. Walked home in the dark. One HOME SISTER told them 'when you're walking down the road, you walk so that the cars can't pull up beside you'. Some chaps tried to pick you up.

	
	

	045'30"
	PATIENTS AND TREATMENT

	
	At GREEN LANE, had all types of patients but was the main CHEST HOSPITAL for AUCKLAND.  CARDIAC SPECIALTY evolved out of CHEST HOSPITAL. Had SURGICAL, MEDICAL WARDS and ENT (EAR NOSE AND THROAT).  
In 1957, a big FLU EPIDEMIC and SCOUT JAMBOREE in CORNWALL PARK. Outbreak of staphloccocal aureus (H BUG). Had to clear patients out of the ward and all the acute patients 'came in droves'. Had to admit them and re-arrange the whole hospital.
Divided into MENS' AND LADIES' WARDS and one young man had to be put into a LADIES' WARD. Some were very sick, one lady found to have TUBERCULOSIS also. Some elderly people died. 
What impressed most was that the people who died had other ailments also.

	
	

	049'25"
	H BUG

	
	DRESSINGS because everybody had an abcess somewhere. Describes care of patients during these epidemics. Worked longer hours than normal. Everybody taking CHLORAMYCETIN ANTIBIOTIC taken in a capsule.

	
	

	051'25"
	NURSING TB PATIENTS

	
	By time training finished, the TB wards that had been full were empty. No longer using TB huts. Most patients not infectious but nurses had to do the 'SPUTUM ROUND'.  Gowned up and used cheatles (forceps). Describes. 'I didn't like that job'. Comments on amount of sputum.

	
	

	054'24"
	SPECIALING

	
	On ward in 1957 when did first OPEN HEART SURGERY. Young girl patient in side room with SPECIAL NURSE. Describes INTENSIVE CARE ROOM and WARDS. Describes SPECIALING.
Recounts SPECIALING a POLIO patient at AUCKLAND HOSPITAL who had had a TRACHEOTOMY and was on one of the early RESPIRATORS.  Very anxious because of her inexperience. SPECIAL NURSES not always trained nurses. Comments that took a while after WORLD WAR TWO for workplaces and staffing to get back to normal.

	
	

	059'15"
	CHANGES IN TYPE OF DISEASE

	
	Changes in treatment after a HEART ATTACK. Patients could not move even to go to the toilet. Changed over period of her training. Chest compression to resuscitate patients came in during her training. Describes method of resuscitation taught when at secondary school.

	
	

	061'30"
	MEMORABLE PATIENTS

	
	Thinks the children stand out. One man at GREEN LANE had a large aneurisym. SURGEON [BRIAN BARRATT-BOYES] didn't think he could fix it but patient took risk. Nurses did not expect patient to return from theatre but did and in coma for three days. 'On the third day, he sat up and asked for a newspaper and wondered why we were all smiling at him.' Back at work in six weeks. Patients who had their hearts operated on cried 'because they had a life now they hadn't had before'.

	
	

	063'30"
	EMOTIONAL RESPONSES

	
	Thinks they 'downloaded' on their mates a lot. A reason for becoming close friends. On ward, expected to manage if someone died.

	
	

	064'40"
	CHANGES IN EQUIPMENT AND CLEANING DUTIES

	
	Preparation of instruments for theatre. Mentions sterilising and re-using rubber gloves, sterilising gauze pieces. Describes difficulties and intricacies of using equipment made of rubber and glass. In early 1960s, an old TB hut was used for sterilising and preparing equipment and dressings for surgery. People employed to do this so nurses didn't have to. By this time MAIDS doing damp dusting also.

	
	

	070'25"
	NURSES' HOME AND MEALS

	
	Class in same area of NURSES' HOME. Some (not many) trained nurses upstairs in NURSES' HOME. 'There were a few had been pretty well institutionalised.' People hadn't gone flatting up until then but when her class finished, they went flatting. Convenient to be in NURSES' HOME. MEALS free. 'They were very good basic meals until we got a new cook who got .... a citation for cutting down the cost. The meals mostly went into the pig bin.' Describes. Mentions hospital vegetable garden. Morning tea was bread and butter and marmite.  Ground instant coffee came in and 'it was like hen's teeth to get it'.  
Describes examples of MEALS (breakfast, dinner) and dining room. 'Puddings were good.  We always had puddings.' Snacks in rooms.

	
	

	076'10"
	NURSES' HOME

	
	Had baths but no showers. Doesn't think they bathed every day. Plenty of hot water but had to be careful of bath overflowing. Small lounges but didn't spend much time in them. Shifts meant not usually around in large groups. Might go shopping together in mornings or to the pictures in the afternoon. Caught bus to town. Liked GEORGE COURTS and MILNE & CHOYCE. Not a lot of clothes and they made their own. Sylvia had her sewing machine at the NURSES' HOME. Didn't have a lot of spending money. If went to town to the pictures and tea, that was their money for the week. Describes. Washing machine for personal washing. Hospital laundered uniforms.

	
	

	080'50"
	NURSES' HOME RULES

	
	CURFEWS. Never allowed to go out after afternoon shift finished at 11pm. Recounts how friend did go out with boyfriend and parked under MISS LONG's window. MISS LONG woke up, opened her window, shone her torch in the car window and said 'See me in the morning Nurse'. Her friend went to the office the next morning and MISS LONG said 'NURSE BENNETT, you have fallen off your pedestal'.  
Could have visitors but had to be in the lounge. Boys mostly picked you up. 'The brave ones went in and asked for you'. Met boys at dances. Local dance was in the hall at EPSOM.

	
	

	084'05"
	FRIENDSHIPS AND HOMESICKNESS

	
	Not all groups as close as her group of six. Doesn't think there were many 'on the outer'. Didn't experience homesickness as had been away from home for quite a while. Some girls very homesick. Went home at any opportunity.

	
	

	086'00"
	HELPFULNESS OF TRAINED STAFF AND DOCTORS

	
	Generally very helpful. Took opportunities to teach STUDENT NURSES. Didn't question senior staff. Passed on knowledge, practical information. Sometimes might give some 'wise advice'. Didn't feel neglected or intimidated. Didn't come across them much outside the ward. As a registered nurse, someone who stands out is GLORIA GRATTAN, 'a wonderful nurse', in charge of Ward 2. Great mentor and teacher. Describes her qualities. Made everyone feel part of the team. Ideas bounced back and forth. As a student nurse, you were the underlings.
DOCTORS good especially when CARDIO-THORACIC UNIT started training for nurses. DOCTORS training nurses in AUCKLAND so could assist with experiments being done in hospital. As student, didn't have a lot to do with doctors. More as staff nurse.

	
	

	092'40"
	MALE NURSES

	
	Recalls two MALE NURSES on SURGICAL WARD. Didn't attend to women patients. Thought MALE NURSES had a useful role. No MALE NURSES training with them. Thinks there was lots of other work for men in those days.

	
	

	094'20"
	GREEN LANE SOCIAL LIFE

	
	Went out at least once a week with boyfriend. To pictures, beach, visited his family. Didn't have a car at first. Enjoyed visiting aunts quite often. Most had family they could visit. Some girls played SPORT. Describes the hockey team. They never had the same team and had to swap uniforms and shoes. 'But they would always win because they were so fit'. Walked to BAPTIST CHURCH in HARP OF ERIN on Sundays. Most people went to CHURCH in those days. Not involved in nurses' CHRISTIAN GROUP.

CHRISTMAS a big occasion. Describes decoration and staff party in one of the rooms. Special meal in the dining room. Recounts one of staff becoming 'rather merry' and dropping her false teeth into a glass of water [ALCOHOL]. Thinks parties frowned on especially when MISS (GRACE) GORDON became MATRON. Recounts party at NURSES' HOME where MISS GORDON decided they couldn't play the piano but the nurses ignored her (later in the mid-1960s). GREEN LANE very social. Danced, limbo stick was in. Allowed to ask boys. Held in dining hall and chaperoned. DOCTORS very social too. A lot of socialising together a feature of GREEN LANE.

	
	

	104'00"
	SMOKING & ALCOHOL

	
	All tried SMOKING. Could smoke anywhere. Patients smoked on verandahs. Nurses only smoked on their breaks and not on wards. Not aware of the health risks. 'It was considered normal for people to smoke'.  Considered that if you had a chest complaint it wasn't the best thing to do.

Girls didn't drink much but boys did. Girls would have a glass of PIMMS or a shandy at a party. Boys drank beer and later smuggled in Screwdriver (vodka and orange). Not like today. Doesn't recall anyone being drunk at the NURSES' HOME.

Thinks there was an alcoholic night nurse. Thinks she was drunk quite often but it was covered over. Noticed her drunk, although not behaving badly, at a party once.

	
	

	108'45"
	BOYFRIENDS

	
	Introduced to boyfriend by a nurse friend. Worked for Post Office. Kept in touch by phone. Some other nurses went out with DOCTORS. Got engaged for a time. Some lost interest in nursing after meeting boyfriends. Could not continue nursing and be married.

	
	

	112'30"
	PREGNANCIES

	
	Some nurses became pregnant and had to leave. Had a hard time. Describes. Recalls trained nurse who became pregnant, had baby and came back to work. Sense of shame.
Friends very supportive when she became pregnant as a trained nurse.  
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	000'05"
	GRADUATION CEREMONY / BALL

	
	At PETER PAN CABARET and short dresses were in fashion. Recalls MATRON saying 'My nurses were having such a good time and I knew how hard they had worked'. Had a big band, proper ball. Presented individually with bouquet and did a curtsey to the important person.

	
	

	002'00"
	MEDICAL WARD AS REGISTERED NURSE

	
	Stayed on at GREEN LANE and worked in Ward 17 WOMEN'S MEDICAL. One of the long wards. There were plenty of jobs as a nurse in those days. Greater responsibility as STAFF NURSE. Recounts having to suddenly take over from WARD SISTER who had broken her arm. Escorted MATRON around and went with DOCTORS on their rounds. Recalls learning a lot from a DOCTOR who was interested in ENDOCRINOLOGY. Had a more one-to-one relationship with doctors when registered. Wanted to do ALIMENTARY. Had to go and borrow SIGMOIDOSCOPE each time and would always get second best and wouldn't work properly. Each year could request a special requirement. Asked for SIGMOIDOSCOPE but WARD SISTER wanted cupboard to put her teacups. Ward sister got her cupboard.

	
	

	006'53"
	PAY

	
	Received 6 pounds a week as NURSE AIDE. When a STUDENT, received about 5 pounds a week. In 1962 she was getting 3000 pounds a year as a REGISTERED NURSE. Reasonable money. Flatting by then with DOROTHY (..?) and KATHLEEN (..?). Each put in 2 pounds a week for food and 7 pounds for rent.  Ate in NURSES' HOME because still free.

	
	

	009'00"
	OVERSEAS TRAVEL

	
	EMIGRATED with two other friends to VANCOUVER, CANADA. Travelled on CANBERRA on maiden voyage. On arrival discovered had to sit exam to register as nurse. Test seemed quite easy and passed. Worked in ST VINCENTS CATHOLIC HOSPITAL and friend worked in the CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL. Describes differences CANADA and NEW ZEALAND. Equipment, pay, hats, bought uniforms and laundered yourself, dining room but had to pay for food. Some had permanent jobs on a particular shift. Not called Sister, called by your name. Thinks an AMERICAN INFLUENCE with private care. In NZ hadn't learned how to put in an IV [INTRAVENOUS DRIP] but in CANADA nurses did it routinely. Basics were much the same. Stayed a year. Friend married and Sylvia came home. Missed home and NZ.

	
	

	014'40"
	INTENSIVE CARE ROOM, WARD 2, GREEN LANE

	
	Went to GREEN LANE in 1962. Variety of patients getting CARDIAC treatment. Children to elderly. Up to two by-pass operations a week. Knocked out a wall between two rooms to make an INTENSIVE CARE room. Describes types of cardiac patients being cared for in the room. BY-PASS patients in intensive care for 3 to 7 days. One baby had its heart beating on the outside of the chest. Describes how DAVID COLE [SURGEON], 'a wonderfully innovative man', researched what to do.  A 'do or die' case. Baby did die. Describes how little children who had been operated on ran everywhere. Couldn't run before their operations.  
HIGH TECH for the day. Recounts later seeing a machine they used in a museum. Watched a heart by-pass operation and thought the HEART-LUNG MACHINE looked like something out of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

	
	

	019'40"
	LEADERS IN GREEN LANE CARDIAC TEAM

	
	SIR BRIAN BARRATT-BOYES the leader, the instigator. MR YARROW the technician of the machinery. SIR BRIAN available to nurses any time. Recalls not being able to convince a HOUSE SURGEON to phone SIR BRIAN for help so phoned him herself. Describes the team ethos. PHYSIOTHERAPIST taught nurses how to do percussion on LOBECTOMY patients. Recounts one of SIR DOUGLAS ROBB's patients being operated to remove a HYDATIDS cyst. ROBB used a soup ladle to take out the cyst because it was so big. Thinks GREEN LANE work was exciting and pioneering at the time. Whole team felt they were making a contribution. Didn't think of doing CARDIAC NURSING course but wanted to do MIDWIFERY course so could do DISTRICT NURSING eventually.

	
	

	024'00"
	MIDWIFERY TRAINING AND PRACTICE

	
	Went to NATIONAL WOMEN'S to get some experience of OBSTETRICS and then to ST HELEN'S CHRISTCHURCH to do MIDWIFERY TRAINING. Picked CHRISTCHURCH to go somewhere different in NZ and family connections. Enjoyed being student again and liked work. Describes how at NATIONAL WOMEN'S it was hard to cope with new born babies being immediately taken from single mothers for ADOPTION. Nurses looked after the babies. At ST HELEN'S, the mothers looked after the babies before being adopted. Describes trying to introduce that system at HAWERA HOSPITAL. Caused an uproar.  Describes her response to situation. Returned to HAWERA to be close to parents. Describes MIDWIFERY and MATERNITY staff at HAWERA. Comments that general practitioners were to deliver babies but often unavailable and some not that competent. Had an OBSTETRICIAN who was quite good. Felt not as much support as would have liked. Decided to return to friends in AUCKLAND and to a larger centre.

	
	

	031'10"
	MIDWIFERY AT MIDDLEMORE

	
	Staying at PAPAKURA with a friend so visited MIDDLEMORE to ask if any jobs. Good support at MIDDLEMORE. Describes. Recalls how a horse was once brought for X-ray at HAWERA. Describes PACIFIC people starting to come to AUCKLAND's hospitals as maids and as mothers. A MAORI MIDWIFE at HAWERA.

	
	

	034'15"
	DISTRICT NURSING

	
	After a year at MIDDLEMORE, the DISTRICT NURSE job and her flat became available. Some DISTRICT NURSES lived in properties owned by the hospital board. Worked from your home. Applied, interviewed by MRS HOLGATE who was developing DISTRICT NURSING at the time. Describes flat and how set up for DISTRICT NURSE. Describes UNIFORM (winter and summer). Cardboard attaché case for equipment, dressings, etc. Car provided was a very old HILLMAN. Recalls troubles with starter motor. Could not use for personal trips but kept car at house.  
No specific training for district nursing but went on a 6 week course on COMMUNITY NURSING in WELLINGTON. Very useful.

	
	

	038'40"
	DISTRICT NURSING

	
	Describes typical day bathing and caring for many elderly people. Saw some people once or twice a week. Gave injections such as STREPTOMYCIN. Recalls having to seek out one farmer on the farm to give him his injection. Provided nursing care for terminal patients, giving morphine injections. Pain not well managed then and difficult for nurse to see. Describes. Recalls a patient trying ALTERNATIVE REMEDIES. Thinks CANCER SOCIETY not involved until late 1960s.  

Enjoyed the freedom of DISTRICT NURSING and the semi-rural nature of it. DISTRICT NURSES supported each other. Tried to help people needing other services if they could. Large population growth in MANUREWA and PAPAKURA districts at time. MAORI people came from country to PAPAKURA, ISLANDERS came to MANUREWA.

	
	

	046'10"
	PLUNKET NURSING

	
	Changed to PLUNKET nursing in 1983 for family reasons. District nursing not always free at weekends and on call. Did four month PLUNKET training course full-time. Not paid during that time. Two parts to PLUNKET work: clinic and home visiting. Describes. PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES usually cared for MAORI babies. Describes working with MAORI mothers.  
Got on well with PLUNKET committee. Fundraising responsibilities and organised coffee groups to get mothers together.

	
	

	051'20"
	RETURN TO DISTRICT NURSING

	
	Huge changes when returned to district nursing. Pain relief better and HOSPICE involved. More people needing long acting PENICILLIN for RHEUMATIC FEVER. Still showering people but private carers starting to take over. Varicose ulcers - treatment much better. Paperwork increased.

	
	

	053'30"
	REFLECTIONS ON CAREER

	
	Might have thought of changing career but not practical because had to retrain. Could make changes within nursing.

Thinks nurses today more like technicians. More casual when she trained, but more sophisticated now. Still about the patient now. Don't make the same close friendship because the training is different.  

FILE AND INTERVIEW ENDS 56 MINUTES 15 SECONDS
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