NERF Nursing oral History Project 1950s/1960s
Abstract
Margaret JEAN LAWRY


	Recorded:
	23 JAN 2013
	File:  1 and 2 of   5

	Interviewer:
	Margaret Horsburgh
	

	Abstracter:
	Margaret Horsburgh
	

	Equipment type:
	Fostex FR- 2LE Digital Recorder
	




	[image: ]
	
	



	000'00"
	INTRODUCTION To FILE 1

	
	

	
	

	000'32"
	GROWING UP

	
	Born Rotorua 1934; moved to COOK ISLANDS aged four years; mother and DISTRICT NURSE 'coped with whatever happened'; no other 'white' children; war time; supplies restricted. Describes. 'Self-sufficiency imposed on you'. Details.

	
	

	001'44"
	RETURN TO NEW ZEALAND/EDUCATION

	
	School education at TAKAPUNA PRIMARY, then TAKAPUNA GRAMMAR SCHOOL [AUCKLAND]. Explains.

	
	

	001'58"
	FATHER'S OCCUPATION

	
	Father a BARRISTER and SOLICITOR in ROTORUA; fluent in MAORI language; interest in welfare of POLYNESIAN people; accepted appointment to COOK ISLANDS. Explains.
On return to NEW ZEALAND 'went into LAW practice'. Explains.
Period in JAPAN with BRITISH OCCUPATION FORCES 'after the war as a trial JUDGE'. Describes.

	
	

	003'27"
	INTERESTING CHILDHOOD

	
	'Many outside influences on me'; mother was AUSTRALIAN; only child. Describes.

	
	

	003'50"
	MOTHER

	
	Mother born 1896; during World War 1 when 'all her contemporary young men and brothers were away’. Raised in QUEENSLAND [AUSTRALIA], educated in SYDNEY,  became Assistant to the Commandant of the NEW SOUTH WALES RED CROSS: ‘born organiser ... very good with matters to do with health'. Needed to be self-reliant living in remote QUEENSLAND. Details. 'Taught me that girls can do anything'. Describes.

	
	

	005'01"
	SCHOOLING

	
	Academically able; excelled in subjects such as book-keeping, mathematics. Describes.

	
	

	005'29"
	FIRST CAREER CHOICE/ACCOUNTANCY

	
	Trained as ACCOUNTANT; INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED SECRETARIES AND ADMINISTRATORS course based in ENGLAND; qualified by age 20 years. Describes.

	
	

	006'14"
	SCHOOL ATTAINMENT LEVEL

	
	Achieved UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE at end of sixth form; left school at age sixteen and half years. Explains.

	
	

	006'49"
	NURSING SOMETHING OTHERS DID

	
	Nursing was something others did. Explains.

	
	

	007'22"
	ACCOUNTANCY PRACTICE

	
	'Working during day and studying at night ... had ample time to see ACCOUNTANTS in practice ... very few women'; worked for BEECHEY and UNDERWOOD; CHAMBER of COMMERCE. Describes.

	
	

	007'59"
	FEMALE OCCUPATIONS

	
	Contemporaries going into nursing, hairdressing, teaching, laboratory technicians. 'Rare from TAKAPUNA GRAMMAR to go on to UNIVERSITY ... at time'. Explains.

	
	

	008'34"
	ACCOUNTANCY FOR WOMEN

	
	ACCOUNTANCY  for women ' coloured by sight of one woman ... grey suit ...supervising room full of accountancy clerks ... thought if that is the future for me I don't think it is right'. Describes.

	
	

	009'14"
	CHOOSING NURSING

	
	Chose to 'go nursing' when had qualified as an ACCOUNTANT. Explains.
Mother accepted decision '...prepared to give me my head ... father not happy'.  Describes.
Noticed big difference in pay, ' had been on good salary for time … first nursing salary ... two pounds four and five pence ... much less than ten or twelve pounds a week'. Details.
Parents supported a professional career. Describes.

	
	

	010'18"
	APPLYING FOR NURSING

	
	Applied to AUCKLAND HOSPITAL BOARD; interviewed by Miss DELEGAR; ' had enquired about MATERNITY and MIDWIFERY … you must do GENERAL ... didn't know if I wanted to do GENERAL ... no other choices except PSYCHIATRIC which did not appeal'. Describes.  Wished to remain in AUCKLAND. 'Almost 21 and very independent’. Explains.  References required. Explains. Commenced January 1955.

	
	

	012'31"
	UNUSUAL TO HAVE A QUALIFICATION

	
	Very few entrants to nursing already had a qualification; ' … girl in class after me had a BA [BACHELOR of ARTS] ... Sister MARJORIE BURTON, SUPERVISOR while training had a BA ... notable in hospital'. Describes.

	
	

	012'53"
	IMPORTANCE OF LIFE EXPERIENCE

	
	Started nursing as an 'older' student ; had more life experience, 'more prepared to cope with oddities of human condition ....girls straight out of school ... really didn't know what had hit them ... might have something to do with high attrition rate ... one girl left after first Saturday in the wards'. Details.

	
	

	013'45"
	NURSING CLASS

	
	About 47 girls in class from wide area; mostly AUCKLANDERS. Explains.

	
	

	014'26"
	MEDICAL EXAMINATION/PHYSICIAN ROLE IN NURSES' HEALTH

	
	Very thorough medical examination required before commencing training; Chest X-rays then every three months, 'because of prevalence of TB [TUBERCULOSIS]'. Describes.
Examinations conducted by senior semi-retired PHYSICIAN; 'later years Dr DREADON  did all the staff medicals ... Dr HOLDGATE did a lot ... very welcome in some areas ... CONSULTANTS... not as well off as might like to be ... huge amount of pro-bono work done around the city'. Explains.
'Husband's uncle Dr HOWARD LAWRY ... PHYSICIAN would often see people for nothing'. Describes.
Senior PHYSICIANS looked after nurses’ health during training, 'they were very thorough'. Describes.

	
	

	016'24"
	AMERICAN ARMY FACILITIES

	
	Arrived at AUCKLAND HOSPITAL NURSES' HOME on first day and taken to PRELIMINARY TRAINING SCHOOL in MARKET RD.; 'prefab building put up by AMERICAN ARMY ... continued to use AMERICAN Army healthcare buildings for many years'. Describes.

	
	

	017'19"
	MEETING THE GROUP/LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

	
	Rooms were allocated in 'dungeons' of AUCKLAND HOSPITAL NURSES' HOME; '...didn't get a top room until senior sister'. Explains.  Trainees from GREEN LANE lived at GREEN LANE HOSPITAL and MIDDLEMORE trainees in the 'army barracks' at MIDDLEMORE HOSPITAL. Explains. Taken each day to MARKET RD. Explains.

	
	

	018'11"
	MEMORABLE MEALS

	
	One of first meals at AUCKLAND HOSPITAL was 'curried eggs'.  Describes.

	
	

	018'25"
	ARRIVING AT NURSES' HOME

	
	Took a bus and ferry from AUCKLAND's NORTH SHORE to reach NURSES' HOME. Explains.

	
	

	019'01"
	UNIFORMS

	
	Received 'collections of garments' on first evening; changed uniforms for ward work; 'clean to work on wards'. Describes.

	
	

	019'58"
	PRELIMINARY SCHOOL/TUTORS

	
	Tutor, Sister SAKER 'wonderful woman ... immaculate uniform ... set a very high standard ... good teacher, thorough and clear ... challenging position ... every three months another 50 girls'. Describes.
PRELIMINARY SHCOOL, ‘excellent grounding'; Saturdays worked on a ward; ‘one student shut in cupboard by small boy'. Describes.
Teaching revolved around 'basics'; utilised a 'dummy ... Mrs Chase’; protocols for behaving; '...how to address a senior nurse ... and a doctor'. Details.

	
	

	023'02"
	NURSES’ HOME

	
	Nurses’ Home 'was a residence for young women who had to be protected from outside influences ... soon learned the rules ... hospital regarded itself in loco-parentis for girls under their care ... expected someone coming in late to log in'. Describes.  
Night Sister and Day Sister in NURSES' HOME, 'these were wonderful women ... SISTER GRACE and SISTER MCPHERSON ... there for years ... looked after sick nurses... , ticked us off when we needed to be ... really everyone's great-aunt'. Describes.

	
	

	025'26"
	MOVING UP THE  RANKS IN NURSES' HOME

	
	Commenced on lowest floor of NURSES' HOME and moved up as a new class arrived. Describes. 
Requested to have rooms near friends, 'always three or four who wanted to wind down at same time ... sit on someone's bed ... get it out of your system'.  Describes.

	
	

	027'21"
	NURSES' HOME LIVING

	
	Entertaining visitors was rare; female visitors allowed; common lounges to be shared. Describes. 
Laundry facilities in every bathroom for hand-washing. Describes.
Rooms were comfortable; 'most of us  ... bought another chair ... I still have mine ... a rocking chair with wooden arms'. Describes.
Meals provided in dining room in main NURSES' HOME; on night shift meal provided 'walking around hospital in middle of night to get meal was ... spooky'. Describes.
Able to make own cups of tea and snacks. Explains.

	
	

	031'38"
	FIRST WARD AS A STUDENT NURSE

	
	First ward as student was the OPTHALMOLOGY Department; CATARACT patients nursed flat with sand bags on either side of head; specialist operating theatre within department; 'first day ...I was told I would be helping to set up eye theatre ... helped ANN HAYDEN, THEATRE SISTER ... whatever you do, when Mr TALBOT is operating do not utter a sound ... theatre door was locked when surgery going on ... no way anyone was going to let anyone's hand quiver'. Details.
Sister BETTS, 'ex QA [QUEEN ALEXANDRA’S] in the British Army ... good start ... you stood for attention ... very brusque and very demanding'. Details.

	
	

	033'49"
	STUDENT NURSE DUTIES

	
	Cleaning a prime task for student nurses, 'everything from patients to the bedstead'. Explains.  
First task of day, patient washes, feeding patients; 'spooning porridge into the cataract patients ... making patients comfortable... procession of patient meals ... plain cooking'; dressings in eye department were done by the surgeon, 'maybe SISTER'. Describes.
Junior nurse responsibility,' very much the sluice room ... and the flowers ... and the bed-side tables ... you could tell a lot by looking at their bed-side locker...  if they had drunk their fluids '. Describes.

	
	

	036'32"
	CLEANING

	
	Damp-dusting of 'everything you could see ... everything had to be clean'. Sluice room cleaning a junior nurse role, 'scrubbing bed-pans ... and steam cleaned'. Describes.

	
	

	037'25"
	DOCTOR'S ROUNDS

	
	Student nurses did not participate in doctor's rounds; 'sometimes were invited to come on rounds ... SISTER invited you ... might learn something'.  Describes.

	
	

	038'07"
	CHILDREN'S WARD

	
	Children's ward 'like a zoo after the discipline and rigour of the eye department'; very big wards 'in old military hospital that became PRINCESS MARY HOSPITAL’; junior nurse key task was feeding babies and toddlers; very busy. Describes.

	
	

	039'23"
	INCREASING RESPONSIBILITIES

	
	With experience, responsibilities increased and 'getting up to speed' for completing tasks; 'in one ward we aimed to get 22 beds made before breakfast ... we were running'. Describes.
From second year were responsible for more junior students; 'starting to do dressings ... reporting on vital signs'.  Describes.

	
	

	041'06"
	STAFFING

	
	One REGISTERED NURSE on a ward, with a STAFF NURSE or JUNIOR SISTER;   ‘we knew who was good to work with and to work for'. Describes.
An excellent WARD SISTER, ' had a breadth of knowledge in their field ... a lot of experience ... application of knowledge ... some were brilliant organisers'; learned from SISTERS; ' ... how to multi-task'.  Describes. 
Long wards facilitated noticing and observing all patients. Explains.

	
	

	043'46"
	INTERACTION  WITH DOCTORS

	
	Students had little to do with DOCTORS; 'not encouraged to ask a lot of questions'; working with HOUSE SURGEONS, 'sometimes did have good working relationship'; had nothing to do with CONSULTANTS; maybe invited to join ward round 'particularly if SISTER knew you were interested’. Describes.

	
	

	045'37"
	MEMORABLE PATIENTS

	
	Patient who was a prisoner escaped, 'I rang the police before the MATRON ... sternly reprimanded'. Describes.

	
	

	046'48"
	NURSING CARE

	
	Making patients comfortable was a big part of patient care; sitting up to help breath. Explains.
Ambulation was considered important;  'Mr FURKERT [SURGEON] ... every surgical patient ... get him up SISTER ... ambulation facilitated recovery'. Describes.

	
	

	049'33"
	TREATMENTS

	
	Use of compresses; pre-antibiotic therapies; 'management changed completely with antibiotics ... PENICILLIN, SULPHONAMIDES ... M&B693 [SULPHONAMIDE]'.  Describes.

	
	

	051'49"
	STUDENT SUPPORT

	
	'Debriefing' with fellow students after a duty provided support for emotional aspects of nursing. Explains.

	
	

	052'59"
	SMOKING AND ALCOHOL

	
	Most nurses smoked, 'at end of day'. Alcohol not part of student nurse life or brought into Nurses' Home. Explains.

	
	

	053'44"
	ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL LIFE

	
	Music and dancing was prevalent; 'DAWN KINSMAN a fantastic jiver'.  Describes. Maintained social life that had before becoming a student, 'church, school friends’; though shift work ‘could make things a little difficult'. Describes.

	
	

	055'08"
	RELATIONSHIPS

	
	Some girls became 'engaged ... had an uphill struggle to get time off'; ‘difficult to sustain one on one relationship’. Explains.
Close female relationships known amongst the trained staff; 'SISTERS all lived in ... close friendships within the system'. Describes.

	
	

	057'37"
	END OF FILE

	
	



	000'05"
	 INTRODUCTION TO FILE 2

	
	

	
	

	000'38"
	CURRICULUM/LEARNING

	
	Blocks of lectures followed six weeks in PRELIMINARY SCHOOL; lectured by senior MEDICAL STAFF and 'very able TUTOR SISTERS... with personal integrity ... SISTER MAY WILLIAMS ... later a DEPUTY MATRON ... very helpful with floundering students ... one student appeared to sleep through her lecture ... used to listen with her eyes shut'; attrition rate was quite high; 'administratively must have been quite a challenge'.  Describes.

	
	

	005'13"
	EXAMINATIONS/MEDALLIST/GRADUATION

	
	At end of training, 'I was a medallist ... BARBARA ADAMSON (BALLANTYNE) ... called to MATRON's Office ... had tied for top honours ... decided each could have a silver medal with gold criss-cross on it'.  Describes.  
Graduation ceremony in Town Hall. Explains. 
Some nurses failed examinations. Explains.

	
	

	009'14"
	EXAM RESULTS

	
	Notices put on boards. Explains.

	
	

	009'31"
	GRADUATION BALL/CEREMONY

	
	Celebrations included a graduation ball; 'had been sewed into dress'; formal graduation ceremony in Town Hall with Hospital hierarchy; 'presented with medal by Mrs DOROTHY WINSTONE ... wife of Chairman of the Board'.  Describes.

	
	

	013'00"
	FOURTH YEAR OF SERVICE

	
	Fourth year of service as a STAFF NURSE allowed consolidation; 'graduates might be on pool system ... had to learn to cope ... could request where to go ... requested to go to POLIO wards... Ward 22B and also went to Ward 18 ... Dr WILTON HENLEY, CONSULTANT... OLIVE KING, WARD SISTER; ... ward rounds memorable ... expected HOUSE SURGEONS  to know all about the patient ... their family and their welfare ... if HOUSE SURGEON stumbled', SISTER was expected to know all the patient's background.  Details. 
Ward 18 evolved into RENAL Ward. Explains.
Experience with POLIOMYELITIS, TETANUS; ‘iron lungs, steam tents provided excellent training’. Describes.

	
	

	017'38"
	IRON LUNGS

	
	Trialled experience of being a patient in an iron lung with Dr TOBY WHITLOCK, REGISTRAR, 'he asked to be put in iron lung briefly ... didn't like it ... stayed half an hour ... insight into what it was like when patient being ventilated'.  Describes.

	
	

	018'50"
	NEW RESPONSIBLITIES

	
	STAFF NURSE responsibilities included standing in for WARD SISTER; 'CONSULTANTS’ expectations for patients, how to co-operate with REGISTRAR ... learned to say “I don't know” ... how to handle own negative emotions ... how to handle relatives of the dying ... how to handle a room full of bereaved relatives'. Describes.

	
	

	020'30"
	PAY AND CONDITIONS

	
	Learned how to save; did own sewing; living in with food provided, 'didn't have a lot of cash flow going out'. Explains.

	
	

	021'19"
	FOURTH YEAR CERTIFICATE

	
	Stayed on for fourth year certificate; 'New Zealand claimed to have four year training in those days'.  Explains.

	
	

	022'14"
	SHORT AND LONG SHIFT CHANGES

	
	Some grumbles about conditions; 'short changes considered mean'; working six days a week; shifts 7am to 3pm, 3pm -11pm and 11pm to 7am; needed  extra time for 'hand over' and to complete tasks . Describes.

	
	

	024'10"
	FIRST OVERSEAS POST- AUSTRALIA

	
	Went to AUSTRALIA after fourth year intending to do midwifery at ROYAL HOSPITAL for WOMEN, SYDNEY; 'father collapsed and I came back to AUCKLAND ... back to AUSTRALIA and did private casing'. Explains. 
Episode of stopping at a car accident. Describes.

	
	

	027'03"
	PRIVATE CASING

	
	As a private nurse provided nursing care in a person's home including cooking; generally convalescent patients or those with mental conditions; family decision to have 'private nurse'. Explains. 
'One patient came from  ... very distinguished family ... provided light lunch and took her for a walk ... if this is private nursing ... lovely for day or two ... beyond that not for me'. Describes.

	
	

	029'35"
	TRAVELLING TO ENGLAND

	
	Sailed to England January 1960 on a P and O liner; took three months to get there, 'very lively ... all for about three hundred pounds ... but you don't tell anyone you are a nurse when travelling'. Describes.

	
	

	031'08"
	LONDON

	
	Shared flat with woman in MANCHESTER SQUARE, 'a good address'. Explains.

	
	

	032'07"
	DECISION TO DO MIDWIFERY

	
	Decision to undertake midwifery training; 'had been told had to be double certificated ... to work in HONG KONG or SINGAPORE'; nurse who had trained with, YVONNE KNIPE followed in her footsteps to KINGSTON ON THAMES [MATERNITY HOSPITAL] for Part One; 'Part One was first six months of twelve months MIDWIFERY training in BRITAIN ... encouraged to do two parts in different places to get as wide an experience as possible'. Describes.

	
	

	034'17"
	KINGSTON ON THAMES HOSPITAL

	
	KINGSTON ON THAMES  also a General Hospital and close to MIDWIFERY TUTOR training school; learned from going to 'their lectures where teaching a  group ... encouraged to ask questions'. Describes.
Lived in MIDWIVES’ House during training, 'lovely old home'. Describes. 
Training thorough, 'really going back to being junior on the wards'; learned how to manage 'confinements' in hospital; NEW ZEALAND trained TUTOR SISTER; OBSTETRICIAN excellent teacher. Describes.

	
	

	037'29"
	PERIOD OF ILLNESS/EFFECT ON TRAINING

	
	Contracted GLANDULAR FEVER towards end of Midwifery Part One; admitted to hospital; 'very lonely when sick in a strange country '; only AUSTRALIAN relative informed; 'Cousin Marjorie ... was overwhelming'. Describes.
Illness cut into training; 'told by NORTHWEST LONDON REGIONAL HOSPTIAL BOARD ... calculated time served ... hadn’t done enough days ... about one day short' for Part Two. Describes.
Had timed Part Two MIDWIFERY so that DISTRICT component, 'would not be done on a bicycle in the snow’. Explains.
Wrote 'setting out all arguments ... perfectly unjust expecting to do another six months to make up for one day ... they gave in'. Describes.

	
	

	041'49"
	MAINTAINED LONDON FLAT

	
	Maintained LONDON flat for days off from MIDWIFERY training; 'able to maintain decent standard of living'; savings and family support. Describes.

	
	

	042'31"
	DIPLOMA IN TROPICAL MEDICINE

	
	While doing Midwifery also attended lectures at UNIVERSITY OF LONDON; studied TROPICAL DISEASES; still intending to work in tropics; one afternoon a week for a year; course taught by PROFESSORS; 'fitted us to cope in outlandish places like the CONGO'; 40 - 50 in the class. Describes.

	
	

	044'24"
	PADDINGTON GENERAL HOSPITAL/PART TWO MIDWIFERY

	
	Part Two MIDWIFERY training completed  at PADDINGTON GENERAL HOSPITAL; lived in own apartment; three months training at Hospital, three months working on 'District'; served very wide cross section of population, 'pretty rough part of town'. Describes.
'MIDWIVES  delivered the babies pretty much exclusively ... CONSULTANTS  if complications ... delivered one baby in the elevator ... woman from GREECE with no English ... interpretation book ... from RED CROSS' quite inappropriate; many language problems often 'with people from Continent of AFRICA ... most of WEST INDIANS  spoke good English'. Describes.

	
	

	048'57"
	BABY TRANSFUSIONS

	
	Assisted with RHESUS problem babies needing EXCHANGE TRANSFUSIONS; did many of these at night, 'would sit there turning taps on and off all night’. Describes.

	
	

	049'40"
	DISTRICT MIDWIFERY

	
	Lived in MIDWIVES’ house on WHITE CITY housing estate; Council houses; house 'happened to be in a street called New Zealand Way' ; bicycle issued; very mixed area; 'guest in people's homes as DISTRICT MIDWIFE; one home visit prior to delivery to ascertain 'taps and water ' in home; HEALTH VISITOR mostly did the home visits. Describes.
As PUPIL MIDWIFE did most of the deliveries, 'MIDWIFE only came if called ... had DOCTOR's numbers'; for one delivery 'DOCTOR sat in corner and knitted ... rendered confidence for patient'. Describes.
Telephones in homes were rare; had money to use for call boxes if they were working; '... FLYING SQUAD would come from HAMMERSMITH HOSPITAL'. Describes.
Knew location of POLICE STATIONS, 'good working relationship with local constabulary'. Describes.

	
	

	055'28"
	WITH PATIENT DURING LONG LABOUR

	
	Meals when sitting with patient during long labour could be a problem; one woman's husband 'was a steward on long distance trains ... he could cook bacon and eggs ... had three feeds of bacon and eggs in the course of a day'. Describes.

	
	

	056'40"
	DIFFICULT DELIVERIES/FLYING SQUAD

	
	Episode with baby with shoulders stuck in the transverse; 'did send for FLYING SQUAD on that occasion'. Describes.
BLOOD TRANSFUSION, 'hooked up to the light fittings, gave a pint and went away again'. Describes.
DOCTOR and MIDWIFE came from HAMMERSMITH HOSPITAL for Flying Squad' ... brought O negative blood with them and normal saline'. Explains.

	
	

	057'26"
	SUPERVISION ON DISTRICT/DISTRICT EXPERIENCES

	
	Little supervision on 'District ... SUPERVISOR mostly slept through the night'. Explains.
Occasion when 'had arranged to be picked up by relative ... outside Post Office ... two Police cars ... thought I was a get-away from a bank robbery ... opened one of bags ... rubber gloves, umbilical tapes ... escorted us until we got to correct address ... pregnant woman standing on front steps ... but woman inside had already delivered'; police requested to collect Supervisor; 'BBA [Born Before Arrival] not something you want to have'. Describes. SUPERVISOR had come in a hurry without waiting to dress completely. Describes.

	
	

	063'23"
	EXPERIENCE WITH CONFINEMENT IN NOTTING HILL GATE

	
	Asked to go to confinement in NOTTING HILL GATE  during 'riots'; 'seething mass of WEST INDIANS'; Policeman refused to escort through; 'big WEST INDIAN ... raised his voice... make way for the MIDWIFE... crowd parted ... chained my bike to the railings... got on with it'; later crowd cheered; respect for uniform. Describes.

	
	

	066'15"
	MULTI-CULTURAL WORLD/RESPECT FOR UNIFORM

	
	English language quite common but difference in customs; BRITISH IMMIGRANTS  'nearly all had some English ... uniform carried us through... and MIDWIFERY more socially friendly ... social issues were quite serious ... had no concept of issues compared with what we had seen' in NEW ZEALAND. Describes.

	
	

	069'28"
	END OF FILE
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	000'05"
	 INTRODUCTION TO FILE 3

	
	

	
	

	000'40"
	MIDWIFERY CLINICS AT PADDINGTON GENERAL HOSPITAL

	
	Patients were a cross section of people from all over world; WEST INDIAN ' mother in late stages of eighth pregnancy ... came in wearing enchanting straw hat ... very festive ... said Sister I am going to be married, this is a very special day'. Details. Formalities such as marriage 'mattered in those days'. Explains. Racial issues that later caused so much tension in BRITAIN had not surfaced at this time. Explains.

	
	

	003'30"
	BLENDING MIDWIFERY AND TROPICAL DISEASE KNOWLEDGE

	
	Woman came into clinic with lesion that ‘I thought was HANSEN’S DISEASE’; this was proved; long term drug treatment. Describes.
Had been 'indulged' to allow to take additional course; 'also if I needed a particular day off to meet a NEW ZEALANDER arriving at SOUTHAMPTON'. Describes.

	
	

	006'37"
	BEING A NEW ZEALANDER NURSING IN LONDON

	
	Found society very class conscious 'compared with egalitarian society we were used to ... many differences in approach ... I was regarded a little bit odd because I would go to polo at the weekends... played a lot of tennis ... had an entre to places the average nurse in training' in BRITAIN didn't. Describes.

	
	

	006'54"
	AFTER MIDWIFERY TRAVEL AROUND SCOTLAND

	
	After MIDWIFERY travelled to SCOTLAND with 'cousin Marjorie ... in a yellow mini ... to West Coast ... was invited to SCOTTISH shooting parties'. Describes.
Jean’s mother collapsed while travelling; police required to track; 'car found in hotel car park in POOLEWE in WESTER ROSS'. Describes.
Returned to NEW ZEALAND. Explains.

	
	

	008'40"
	FLIES TO NEW ZEALAND

	
	BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES arranged flights back to NEW ZEALAND.  Explains.
Plane changed crew in SINGAPORE; 'one of my midwifery colleagues ... a ‘hosty’ on the aircraft ... upgraded to First Class'. Describes.

	
	

	010'16"
	BACK TO BRITAIN BY SEA

	
	Returned to Britain by sea; life-long friendships established during long voyage. Describes.

	
	

	010'46"
	UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL [UCH]

	
	Wished to work in a teaching hospital; private nursing 'not for me'; UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL [LONDON] although it wasnot advertising for staff, 'was in nice easy walking distance from my flat ... not the reason the MATRON wanted to hear ... told me that "we don't employ colonials in the main hospital"’; was however impressed with broad range of experience and AUCKLAND HOSPITAL training; 'engaged for six weeks to see how we all got along ... at end of six weeks trial in their CARDIAC SURGICAL RECOVERY ROOM which incorporated RESPIRATORY  crises... gave me the department ... SISTER  in charge of INTENSIVE CARE RECOVERY ... three beds and HYPERBARIC OXYGEN CYLINDER.' Details.

	
	

	014'45"
	HYPERBARIC OXYGEN

	
	Big clear glass piece of equipment, 'communicated with the patient within with radio ... when the radio didn't work properly we picked up Radio Antwerp'. Describes.

	
	

	015'19"
	DISCIPLINED SERVICE [UCH]

	
	Nursing care similar to AUCKLAND; 'disciplined service ... we had been brought up in disciplined environment ... simply a matter of adapting to their norms ... hands behind your back ... practically curtsied to the MATRON ... MATRON was Ma'am'. Describes.
WARD SISTERS 'dedicated ... in this for life ... all single women ... wondered if had any life outside their work'; cloistered world; 'wonderful nurses'. Describes.

	
	

	017'18"
	LONDON

	
	In LONDON 'to see the sights ... theatres, concerts, galleries'; belonged to COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY  and OVERSEAS LEAGUE 'gave entre to a lot of events ... tea at HOUSES of PARLIAMENT... not part of average nurse's day'. Describes.
Received invitation to ROYAL ASCOT; did not fit with duties; 'asked Ma'am ..."of course you must go" ... arranged to accrue annual leave'; enquired whether would have a hat. Describes.

	
	

	020'21"
	SOCIALLY AWARE

	
	UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL very socially aware; new student nurses were asked what their personal allowance was. Explains.

	
	

	020'35"
	RELATIONSHIP WITH DOCTORS

	
	Relationship with doctors formal, 'but because of nature of INTENSIVE CARE we got friendlier ... interdependence with medical advisors... learned who likes what done which way ... would teach us finer points ... very good working relationship ... still “Sir” ... still “Nurse”'. Describes.

	
	

	021'59"
	SISTER IN CHARGE

	
	Also did night duty as SISTER IN CHARGE, 'wanted to know what went on ... how nurses were handling the responsibility ... training them in what is expected ... nurses from NEW ZEALAND and SCOTLAND'. Describes.
Day shift 8am to 8pm with three hours off 2pm to 5pm; difficult time was in 'deep-freeze' winters, 'getting through the snow'. Describes.

	
	

	024'49"
	WORKING IN WINTER IN LONDON

	
	Difficult time in 'deep-freeze' winters; 'walking to work through snow'. Describes. One of surgeons could only get to train station on horse-back. Describes.

	
	

	025'13"
	WELL ORGANISED HOSPITAL/ENJOYED WORK

	
	Worked at UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL for nearly two years [1963-1964]. Explains.
MATRON, Miss DOWNTON ‘was particularly kind ... hospital often given tickets to “shows” ... offered to our staff first'. Describes.
Well organised hospital. Explains.

	
	

	027'10"
	OFFERED POSITION IN ISRAEL

	
	Two week holiday in ISRAEL; offered work in HADASSAH HOSPITAL, JERSUALEM, ' ... because I said I had been there '; many visitors to hospital [UCH]. Describes.

	
	

	028'47"
	DECISION TO MOVE TO AUSTRALIA

	
	'Craved the sunshine'; came to AUSTRALIA 'where mother's family came from'; looked for position that would suit 'my developing organisational skills ... and INTENSIVE CARE skills '. Explains.

	
	

	029'47"
	MONA VALE DISTRICT HOSPITAL/SYDNEY

	
	New hospital opening in MONA VALE, SYDNEY; general and maternity hospital with student nurse teaching school; met MATRON, MARY VERONICA HENLEN. Describes.
Interviewed while hospital under construction, 'sitting on a couple of nail boxes'; offered position of SENIOR SISTER, 'turned out to be her DEPUTY... in charge of rostering ... and day to day running'. Describes.
THEATRE SISTER, DAWN DAVIDSON  ‘later became DIRECTOR OF NURSING at PRINCE of WALES HOSPITAL . Explains.

	
	

	032'38"
	BUSY HOSPITAL/WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE

	
	MONA VALE HOSPITAL, five floors, 240 beds with maternity and busy casualty department; nurse training school. Describes.
Worked there two years [1964- 1965]; excellent experience; Miss HENLEN 'taught survival ... very different from English formality'; commenced before hospital  opened. Describes.
Hospital run by triumvirate; MATRON, MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT DOCTOR ORR, HOSPITAL MANAGER , SECRETARY; also  CHIEF ENGINEER, DIETITIAN. Describes.
MATRON had flat on ground floor; 'I had studio apartment ... well accommodated'. Describes.
Covered broad district located between MANLY GENERAL HOSPITAL and HORNSBY [SYDNEY]. Explains.

	
	

	035'22"
	ROSTERING AND SUPERVISORY ROLE

	
	Rostering 'nearly drove me made ... got a formula ... deal with the people'. Describes.
Supervisory work in wards. Explains.
Administrative role, 'MATRON  sent me off to NURSING COLLEGE ... ENGINEERING COLLEGE to learn about time and motion studies'. Describes.
Stood in for MATRON 'when she went fishing ... "whatever happens SISTER you cope"'. Describes.

	
	

	036'48"
	SUNDAY AFTERNOON WITHOUT THE COOK/MONA VALE

	
	One Sunday afternoon the cook became stuck in the elevator; traffic at a standstill and elevator repairers unable to reach Hospital; 'went up to the Maternity ward ... two midwives ... who had worked in country hospitals ... country women know how to cater for a crowd ... "we can do this if you do the delivery"... these women organised the diets straight away ... eventually cook released... everyone had been fed'. Details.

	
	

	040'32"
	MAINTAINED MIDWIFERY REGISTRATION

	
	Had maintained MIDWFERY registration; didn't see MIDWIFERY as having same options as INTENSIVE CARE nursing, 'where have to do your best to save someone...’ Explains.
Extra certificate [MIDWIFERY] however essential for any SISTER's position; 'looking for that breadth of experience and training'. Describes.

	
	

	041'25"
	LIVING OUT/ROLE OF SHARED DOG

	
	'Lived out' when at MONA VALE;  shared accommodation included share in a dog, German Shepherd; occasion when called to hospital at night; police liked the dog; 'intruder had got into boiler area ... escaped out side door'; intruder was chased across golf course by dog and police. Details.
'It is not the work you remember ... but the oddities that happen'. Explains.
Occasion when dog chased person who had come to door to deliver summons on parking fines; constable threatened to shoot dog. Describes.

	
	

	044'17"
	NURSE TRAINING AT MONA VALE

	
	Nurse training and nurse students at MONA VALE DISTRICT HOSPITAL similar to own training; cross-section of young women; mostly well-educated; new training school. Describes.

	
	

	045'50"
	RETURN TO NEW ZEALAND

	
	Worked for few months at PRINCE HENRY HOSPITAL in INTENSIVE CARE prior to coming back to NEW ZEALAND. Explains.
Received letter from 'MARJORIE BURTON, SISTER-IN-CHARGE of INFECTIOUS DISEASE Block [AUCKLAND HOSPITAL] ... included the POLIO [POLIOMYELITIS] ward ... then became the RESPIRATORY UNIT'; requested that Jean return as 'someone with your experience needed... SVEA GULBIS was getting ready for retirement ... couldn't find anyone with her expertise ... to step in to take her place'. Describes.
Had kept in touch with people, 'wrote to people ...UCH [UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL] could use ... TERRY [MATHIAS] for example ... so came back ... was not interviewed'. Describes.

	
	

	048'13"
	REMAKING LIFE IN NEW ZEALAND

	
	Came back to NEW ZEALAND [1965]; both parents had died; had to re-establish self; set up own home. Describes.
Started work in Ward 22B; MATT SPENCE, PHYSICIAN in charge. Explains.

	
	

	049'09"
	INTENSIVE CARE

	
	MATT SPENCE well known INTENSIVE CARE specialist; trained as ANAESTHETIST in EDINBURGH; created INTENSIVE CARE Department; followed on from recovery rooms; established  the need and created unit. Describes.
Had previously worked with Dr SPENCE; known to him; knew him to be extremely demanding. Describes.

	
	

	050'47"
	END OF FILE
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	000'32"
	REFLECTIONS ON LIVING ON COOK ISLANDS AS A CHILD/WORLD WAR 2

	
	Family were only 'white' people apart from DISTRICT NURSE on Island of AITUTAKI; Jean four years old; father a former BARRISTER who spoke MAORI fluently; three ships/year called; WORLD WAR 2 started while there; JAPANESE came into war; 'cut off even further from supplies ... no communications as we understand today ... morse  ... horror stories of invasions in SOUTH EAST ASIA'. Details.
Islanders would 'take me and hide me ... my mother's concern was if JAPANESE landed would take this child ... village policeman ... would come and collect me ... propped up on bicycle ... taken away and hidden'. Describes.
Eventually AMERICANS came and arranged 'for us to get off the Island'. Explains.

	
	

	005'36"
	INLFUENCE ON A COOK ISLAND NURSE'S DEVELOPMENT

	
	Years later met up with 'nanny', [MAMA] POKO HENRY (later NICHOLAS); 'based on training she had received from my mother she became a NURSE and MIDWIFE ... subsequently ended up as the SUPERVISING MIDWIFE for the COOK ISLANDS.'  Describes.

	
	

	006'28"
	EXPLAINING A WHITE CHILD/SUPPORTING

	
	'We just say passing steam ship ... you have our name ...TIA ... and you speak our language'.  Describes.
Recognised that Islanders really 'put their lives on the line ... if we had had invasions ... papers were put in biscuit tin, soldered up and buried under the POST OFFICE.'  Describes.

	
	

	007'33"
	ISOLATION/LACK OF HEALTH CARE/COOK ISLANDS

	
	Life was isolated; only trained health worker a NATIVE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER; trained in FIJI. Explains.

	
	

	007'51"
	POKO NICHOLAS VISITS NEW ZEALAND

	
	POKO NICHOLAS visited NEW ZEALAND in her capacity as senior health person in the COOK ISLANDS; came for update; stayed in Sister's quarters at AUCKLAND HOSPITAL; 'she said why aren't you coming to look after us in the Islands ... you are a child of the Islands you must come back ... took her to see what I did now ... she shook head ... and said we will never have anything like this'. Describes.

	
	

	010'02"
	AMERICANS IN AITUTAKI

	
	AMERICANS  in AITUTAKI; local people took family out to destroyer anchored in bay; refused to go up rope ladder; 'mother called out ... “they have butter up here” ... had what we hadn't seen for a long time'; butter, fresh bread; would take messages to family in AUSTRALIA; 'eventually got a message to  SYDNEY “'all well”'. Describes.
AMERICANS put an airstrip on AITUTAKI. Explains.

	
	

	012'40"
	VESSEL RETURNING FAMILY TO NEW ZEALAND

	
	Returned to NEW ZEALAND in coastal trader, MAUI POMARE; 'spent lot of day in our life-jackets sitting on the deck ... knew submarines were about'. Describes.

	
	

	013'37"
	INFLUENCE OF CHILDHOOD ON LATER DECISION ABOUT NURSING

	
	Experiences in COOK ISLANDS had some influence on later decision to go into a service industry, such as nursing. Explains.
Understood mother to be very capable; 'nursing might be a good thing'.  Describes.
Nursing opened doors. Explains.

	
	

	014'46"
	SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT RETURNING TO NEW ZEALAND

	
	Adjustment going to primary school in NEW ZEALAND; 'not used to playmates'. Explains.
Lived by MILFORD BEACH; beach covered in barbwire. Describes.

	
	

	015'24"
	RESPECT FOR MANY NURSES/MEMORABLE NURSES

	
	Worked with some 'very capable and able women who made their whole lives their career ... nursing both here and overseas ... enormous respect for these women ... SENIOR NURSES and WARD SISTERS'. Describes.
OLIVE KING, WARD SISTER, Ward 18, AUCKLAND HOSPITAL; 'wide and deep knowledge ... chronic conditions ... long term care '. Describes.
Facilities for medical research funding were very difficult. Explains.
BETTY DOW, EYE WARD, later MATRON, MIDDLEMORE HOSPITAL. Describes.
MARJORIE BURTON, ran the INTENSIVE CARE Block, 'with military precision... days of steam tents for croupy babies ... very challenging work'. Describes.
JUNE MILNE, became head of PAEDIATRICS; 'her life was nursing from start to finish'. Describes.
WILLI ELLENBROEK, followed JUNE MILNE into PAEDIATRICS; 'had been through war in HOLLAND ... gave her entire life to nursing'. Describes.
SVEA GULBIS, post-war from SWEDEN; 'had a crisp discipline ... kept us on our toes'. Describes.
Dedicated WARD SISTERS; knew their PATIENTS 'through and through, ... most single women … and this is what they did'. Describes.

	
	

	024'40"
	LITTLE TIME FOR OFF-DUTY ACTIVITIES

	
	Worked 40 hour weeks; often quite exhausted when came off duty; tennis court at AUCKLAND HOSPITAL 'not used as much as if had an office job'. Describes.
Challenged to game of tennis by a STAFF NURSE at end of long exhausting day; 'she beat me very severely'. Describes.

	
	

	025'46"
	MAY WILLIAMS

	
	MAY WILLIAMS, TUTOR SISTER, then  a DEPUTY MATRON; her role was to attend to staffing and rosters; difficult job; 'scattered buildings ... general wards ... specialist wards ... intensive care wards ... all had to be staffed ... great turnover of nursing students'. Describes.
Seemed to produce staff out of nowhere; one-on-one nursing care in CRITICAL CARE; 'had to be the right ones ... some were terrified ... pairs of hands not necessarily what you want ... Miss WILLIAMS understood this'. Describes.
Miss WILLIAMS worked right up to retirement; 'had an imposing presence ... never lost respect and admiration for what she had been able to achieve'. Describes.
Met up with her at a reunion function where 'she charged across room and gave me a great big hug ... “goodness I wouldn't have done that 25 years ago” and she said “I wouldn't have let you either”'. Describes.
When she died in her 90s; attended her funeral; 'found she had few relatives '; no eulogies were to be delivered; 'I was able to deliver her that last bit of respect ... as a magnificent guide, counsellor and friend'. Describes.

	
	

	034'20"
	END OF AN ERA

	
	Other nurses marked the end of the era; JACKSON twins; SUPERVISING THEATRE SISTER and HOSPITAL MATRON. Explains.
'Our primary training was feet first'; College training 'seems to be the wrong way around'. Describes.

	
	

	035'26"
	END OF FILE.
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